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We Douglas McLain Jr., Political: a 

Frank M. Ravndal, Political officér,. can ce 

of Brazilian Affairs ae ee 





TIME ¢; PLACE: June 2, 19/2, Dom Lamartine’s orflce- =e a 
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1. Dom Lamartine said he had attended the Mey, 1979 meeting of the National 


Conference of Brazilian Bishops at Brasilia and had participated actively in the 
debate on whether to issue a statement expressing concern over the Brazilian 
authorities’ use of torture. He said the debate over making a statement concerned 
the wisdom of irritating the regime and not the question of whether or not torture 
was being used. lie viewed the vote on the motion to officially express concern =| 
only 22 opposed among about 209 bishops attending « as an accurate reflection of the 
Brazilian clergy's attitude on the subject. 


2. Dom Lamartine said that, during the conference, the bishops met with Minister 

of Justice Alfredo BUZAID to discuss the torture issue. After a considerable tiie 
spent evading questions (and accusations) by the bishops, Buzaid, according to Don 
lamartine, flatly denied that any torture had ever been applied to prisoners in —_ 
Brazil. Since Dom Lanartine estimated about ninety of the 2 bishops have received ,and 
accepted as. true statenents of pers ‘persons..who claim ¢ they have been tortured by the 
Bragilien authorities, Buzaid's denial destroyed his scat with the 

Brazilian Catholic Church hierarchy. 





5%. When questioned on the validity of claims of torture by Brazilian authorities _ 
Dom Lavartine admitted that it would be difficult if not impossible to prove a case 
of torture ina Brazil court of law. However, he recalled a hospital interview 
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more than a year ago with a Recife student who hed leaped from a third story 
window allegedly to escape further torture by state police (DOPS). "I cannot 
prove he was tortured, but I am morally certain that he was." | 


40 COMMENT: Dom Lamartine works closely with controversial Dom Helder CAMARA, 
Archbishop of Recife and Olinda and a leader of the progressive wing of the 
Brazilian Church. Dom Lamartine is equally as progressive as Don Nelder and, 
perhaps because he is calm and apparently rational where Dom Helder is often 
dramatic and wildly inaccurate, Dom Lamartine often presents the case of the 
progressive wing more effectively than his ecclesiastical superior. Instead of 
moral indignation, Dom Lamartine's attitude toward what he regards as a patent 
falsehood by iinister Buzaid was one of wry, resigned disgust as if nothin: else 
could have been expected, © 
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| DCL TELE LAI Ay my tt | 
MINECON BRAS-2°%!/ PROfie Amconsul RECLYE 
P ALEGRE ECON 0 ay, | | 
USIS S PAULG=2- 0 ys). MBHORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 
POle2 RECIFE~3 °° 5 
POL/R  SALV SUBJECT: Project for "Invasion" of Churcheowned ' 
SCI DEAN Lands by Peasants 


DAO-53 ARA/LA/BR | 
HELGR=2 INR/CS/BR PARTICIPANTS: Father Paulo CRESPO, Coordinator of 
PSO TIR/RAR/LA Pernaubuco Rural Orientation Service (SORFS) 
| Wo Douglas Nelain Jr., Political Officer | 
Frank i Rayndal, Political Officer, Office 
of Brazilian Affairs 


DATE & PLACE: June 2, 1970, Father Crespo's Office 





lo During a general. discussion of rural labor union Sabian and ( in 
Father Crespo’s view) the decreasing possibilities for significant progresa 
in land reform, Father Crespo said he was investigating the amount of - 
tillable land owned by the Catholic Church in Brazil. He said he believed 
the Church owned @ substantial amount of lend suitable for farming but 

that there were no known nationwide statistics indicating their extent and 
location. 


2 Father Crespo said once he had information about church lands in the 
«gq Northeast he intended to conduct a caupaign to "invade" then with landless 
~ Tv peasants who would appropriate the land to their own use. and farm it. He 
=e ,, 8aid he was out of. patience with "negative" progress toward agrerian reform 
Z| and thought it was time to take decisive action. He indicated he believed 
inn ff “the Church would be morally unable to protest the invasion of its lands for 
a sucli a purpose, “Anyway, it is time for the Church to take a stand on this 
| issue, define itself, and comiit itself." 





2 : 3. As usual, ‘Father Grespo spoke without visable emotion, He gave no 

; aa “ indication of when he expected to launch such a movement or whether it 

er 3 would be national, regional or local. He did say he hoped to occupy the 

i wexiem. extent of land, in widely dispersed areas as Similtanesusly as 
- possible. | ; ; 
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4, COMMENT: Father Crespo was one of the prime movers of the Churche 
directed effort to organize ruval labor unions before the 1964 Revolution. 
Today, he is one of the most influential meanbers of this greatly weakened 
moverient and one who has been in the forefront of those demanding land 
reform as the basis for a viable rural union structure. He is tough, 
usually realistic, and has taken radical approaches to problems in the past. 
lie seems more dedicated to the rural union movement and the peasants then 
to the Church and his vocation as a priest. 


de It is difficult to assess how seriously Father Crespo may be contemplat- 
ing @ land invasion scheme that can only lead to confrontation with the 
itilitary or police authorities, endanger the rural union movement, possibly 
cause friction between the Church and unions and place his owm position as 
é union leader and a priest in jeopardy . His belief that the Church 

uight not react openly and officially against an invasion of its lands is 
quite possibly correct. However, Father Crespo cannot ignore the fact 

that (1) he will persuade a significant number of peasants to participate 
only with great difficulty, (2) official union support is unlikely, and 

(3) in the absence of an official Church complaint, the military and police 
authorities are almost certain to quash any invasions of lands unilaterally. 


If, in fact, Father Crespo moves toward a Church land invasion scheme, the 


realities of the situation in the Northeast and his own position should 


strongly suggest to hin the advisability of a symbolic invasion of one or 


two plots of Church land. 





Drafted by: POL: WDMcLaindr: ped 


(CER ReaD eta ANE, 


DoclId:31241099 Page 4 


HW 43265 


AMB 
DCM 
MINECON 
ECON 
USIS 
POL=2 . 
POL/R 
Sez 
DAQ=3 
MILGP.2 
PSO 

CP 
BELEM 


BRAS «2 

P ALEGRE 

S PAULO~2 
RECIFE 
SALV 

DEAN 
ARA/LA/BR 
TNR /cs /BR 
TR/RAR/LA 







RMi- (5-7 


* SONPEDEHEEAT Ae30 


pee _ DEPART: OF STATE 
“--REO De JAMEZRO 


AMEMBASSY RRASTLTA June 16, 1970 





eoubly of tho Tatieus) Conterunc: 








: snference of Bishops of lracil mt im Rvesilie for 
elaver aayo. Sz Masry. Althaugh tag masa sunjeeta ea the ogar AE | 

; ERIS iiturgieal = SURO ST G52 A SICOO TES! 
cia public SOR E ; | Srvc ts exam an 
Altar much dabats emong She bsakess and oe by the xavormis 
agminet & GritienL avatenant » the CNL overvolmingly 3 : 
"Pastoral oF Bras#lin.” The Gasunsn 5 eae ROMA violence oni 
tertuve gs en re is carefully worded te balance eritionl state- : 
Mowe ‘Wath SE lars EZSvevrETD ro in 
EXSP SEER £3 wayrmoms 's reaation Se the "Paateral” Was te PRLawVa le 
favorabia comment 62 its pasitive — and to meke Little oF xe 
ocmzent on Ste evitieal sectien enferance end ths resulting 
decuasas tniterte © éssize oa tho yart of the Cauwch Sal the gown 


ment a GIALOgUA OBA eeepevation. resem: 
Bmng by Laberad elorents ang 





























ecuingly uted, although eritiedan 
gavive af the COB dees net take positave moasures to yeovust torture. 


Ses lepee een epenssecs 


The Pusteral Letter 


1. ‘The publication of the Pastoral letter of Prasilia at the end of 


the bashops’ conference has gamerated considerable comment 
cuseion. Although the document, approved et the confore 
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govexrmment circles. This part focuses on terture, violence, genceide, political 
peisenere, econcnie devaloyment , end himan values. 


2, The carefully worded deecunent represents en effort on the part of the 
bishops to put tegethes e stetement acceptable te a majority in which they speak 
owt on questions vnich cleariy concern them without unduly offending the govern- 
ment with strong attacks end eritfecisme. They clearly wished to aveid any step 
which would foreclese G@ialogue with the goverment. The Pastoral is aleo an 
effert te deal with various chureh mattera, whieh were the major focus of the 
conference, and to play down the politdeal questions, which were important but 





Eeclesiastieul Ques 





3. Diseuseions duwing the aasenbly revolved in large part around internal 
 peforms an@ Liturgies! matters. Cortain Liturgical questions » ouch ae the 

beptismsl ritual ae@ tha mags, vere considered faperten’t items in the ceaference’ 8 
agenda, ag the Vetieam had left deegsions im these matters to each country's 
church. The modifleations approved in the CIDE Statutes represent the second 
ee nator of the ee since the CHGB's founding in 1952. The firat 

, @ £ » Smediately following the Vatican IT Ceamefl. Tesides 

vem gyre partiedpation im church prabbertold ° the vevisiens Wali — 
aoventvetiae the _einarch _ by Goring: crontar 3 sper tances 






















aR Whee that the church make &  publde avavenen leas, 
werimemte with the litu~ay" and, espacdakly, Merxist inflweness within 
, piime® Agnelo Reasi stated thet, althaugs the document hed arrived 
tee late for ienaidesottas eo the aaseubly, 2% wendd ba sent to the preper organ 
~ gtudy end reply. - Considerable tine uaa speat also on the sdusaties end forme~ 
10a of erieste in esntaquence of guidelines yaepived fram the Vatdean. 


§, Aetwal desisiens om oll these masters wore made by voting through muitipio~ 
eholes qucationnaires whaek a4) partieipante mpncodwed. The sbjective of these 
@2iccussions ag deeleicns semzed te be an attempt to up-date the church and te 
make i+ wore effective within the conditions that exist im Mraskl teday. In thea 
bpegimming of the Pasteral Letter the bishops mention that the church has heen 

geing through e crisia im the last few years but must not be left behind by the 
changes taking place in the world. The church must also change. There are 
aspecta, howaver, thet are not subject te transformation, as they ara an nterral 
= or what the church stands for. 
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The Torture Tesus 


6. When the conference began y it appeared thet there would be little official 
eontaet between the bishops and the goverment. <A request by Dom Helder Camara 
(Archbishop of Olinda and Recife) for an audience with President Me@ick was 
turned down, although this is more indicative of the govermzent's attitude _ 
toward Dom Helder, a strong erltie of ths governnen 
Later during the conferenes, however, thia eituation changed: Prasident vadied 

_ +€eceived almost one hundred bishops who wade a eourtesy eall at Planalto Palace; 
Minister of Tustice Alfrede “uzaid met with e small group; and the President 
hosted a lunch at the end of the ll-day assembly which included dionateriecs fron 
Cl"5, the Tucharistie Congress, and the government. | 





7. There was, moreover, much unnanmounced contact resulting from indications 
that the conference might issue a strong statement on torture. when it appeared 
that the bishops were considering such a statement, the government began to 
lobby emong the participants in order to make its views clearly kmown and to 
convince the bisheps that it was interested in dialogue and cooperation vith the 

x church. Colonel Nenso Neto from SNI and Colonel Otavio Coste fram Publie 
Relationa in the Presideney had various conversations with assenbly leaders. 
Moreover, some church leaders were housegveates of goverment leaders during the 
assembly, undoubtedly opening another channel of contact. All these efforts 
helped te prevent a document more critical of the goverment than thet which 
resulted but were unsuccessful in preventing any statement at all. 


8. Atter the first discussions emong the bishops, there was considerable dsbate 
on 1) whether to issue any statement and 2), in the case of such a declaration, 
wheat to gay. A group of liberal bishops proposed ea draft which efiticized the 
goverment for use of terture regardlesa of reasens and justifications. The 
vote within the group stufiying the matter was 12-12. Dom ‘‘icente Scherar 
(Arehbishop of Perto Alegve) offered to east the tie-breaking vote as chairman 
of the ausombly in the abgpeneo of Cardinal Agnele Rosei, who hag not yet arrived. 
Knowing that Dem Vieenta would vete against the proposal, .ishop Clemente Iznard 
(Nova. Igunqu) chellenged his right te east the vote, which, although allewed by 
eustom, 16 not im the regulations. Yauard was supported by Dem Ivo Lorschaider 
(Ausiliawy “Ashon of — os Dem. Jose Lemertine Suerez (Auxiliary Rishop 
ef Olinds and Recife), Dem Valdir Calheiros (Pashep of Volta Redenda). ‘he vote 
MGA B GER. 





9, Thies ineléent led Sehever to propese @ conciliatory draft expressing concern 
with torture, but softening the wording by stating that the church had also 

comms tied exrors in the past amd saying that acclal justice couid not be obtained 
through methods such as torture and.terroriem. The liherale objected to the 
mention of terroriss, ga thet would afive the government the opportunity to justity 
any of its aetione by saying thet terreriam eveated an extracrdinary situation 
thet eslied for extraordinary means to combet 4%. At thie point, they agraed to 

: — Saar arart to the Bucharistic — e Fok lowsns the CNGS assembly for its 
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10. The Pastoral Letter which was published indicates that the biahops subse-9 
quently worked out a compromise, thus mentioning terroriam and torture 

together end balancing what could be taken as eriticism of the government with 
support in certain areas. After condemning violenee im any form, the Letter 
mentions that injustices have been committed in Measil aad that terture seems 
te have taken plese in certain eases. It ie up to the government to investiga 
Suek cases im depth in order to clear Srasil's neme and to reassure the | 
Brasilien people. The statement continues thet, even if eases of torture are 
proved, 4% would be daffieult to coneider them part of offfieial polfey. In the 
ReEt paragraph, the bisheps condemn all torture in any part of the world. The. 


deeunsnt praises the govermment for its efforts im economie development, but it 


etetes that. more emphetis should be giver te the human element, that is, to 
social programs such acd education and health. Tinally, the document repudiates 
the campaign in other comtries to neeuse Brasil ef gemselide against the Indians. 
Ryewitneases (ferty miscieneries were cited) isproved those ChArEASS » 


it. The informal meoting betucen Minister of Justice Alfred Buzaid and a group 
ef bishops turned imte a sather heated Aiscussieon. When Dugald stated that 

there was no proof of the existence ef torture im Trasil, bishop Jose Pedro 

Costa seid he had been informed of ninety~olight eases in the state of “uanabara 
alone, thirty of them confivmed. The Minister was alse challenged on his 
statements concerning a link between seme Dowinican priests and communist leader 
Cerles Mepighela. After thees and ether exchanges during the meeting, the 
seerotery-gensral ef CNBE, Dem Aluisio Lorscheider, decided to erage the recorded 


tapes of the meeting--all conference meetings are recoried--on the grounds thet 


the encounter with Tusaid was not part of the agenda. 
Compaign Against Trasil : 


i2@. After his meeting with the “ishops, the Minister read a statement to the 
press in which he discussed the campaign of certain foreign newspapers against 
Dragii. He seia the campaign has three phases: 1) accusations ef gaxnocide 
agsinst Mragil's Indfan population; 2) allegations of dissension between the 
Chureh and the Stete, including religious persecution; 3) aceusations of violence 
and torture by the government. Duseiad maintained that, after being discredited 
aa the first two parts, the foreign press began the third set of accusations. 
However, even if there has been a cese of torture, in a big country Like “ragil one 
cannot generalize from em isolated fact. The Minister mentioned that the ) 
prisoners releaged im exchange for the kidnapped Japanese consul shoved no signs 
of being tortured or mistreated, even though the press has said otherwise before 
their release. 
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13, Several deys after the iteiniiie Casdinal Agnalo Rossi, President of 

the CNBB, grented en interview to the newspaper "0 Estado do Seo Panlo", in 
which he answered queations om a variety of Church-releted matters. When 

asked shout the church's position on the torture issue, the Cardinal gave the 

ii seme analysie of the attacks in the foreign press as thet given by Busald, that 
285. there ave three distinct perts to the campaign. He also said, however, that 
the government must give assurances that it will teke measures against any 
torturers. that are discovered, and thab Braz?l should meke an ezfort to Pramove 
this black mark from uae image ebroad,. 


Church's Position 


. Lh» In all sectors of the church, conservative end liberal alike, thare is deep 
concern with persecution of priests. The church liberals, es imdiested by their 
actions at the assenbly, would like a strong statement on the matter, criticising 
the governuent for allesed incidents of torture of clergymen implicated with 
terrorists amd for the detention of others without trial or statea charges. Other 
meupers of the church, such as Cardinal Agnelo Rossi, would prefer to soften 
such criticisms and meintadn some sort of Gialogue and cooperation with the 
goverment as a means of protecting the church and the clergy. Cardinal Scherer, 
in past statenonta, also & e eted this position strongly, although he has 

| JPLEES. ramen’ to prove in court charges thet sone. bishops end priests 

Be. guilty of subversion. fa his view, if due process were guaranteed 5» the 

— coulé bo iuvestigeted. imocent priests would be released; guilty 











13. The reaction of the goversment to ths Pastoral. wes to aatcapeacay- de favorable 
Ont 02 18 positive eapects, such aa the bishops’ Waliznensas to work with 

vEMmens for davelemient, end little or no coment. on ‘those sections which 
exe opséieat of the govermmnt. Pyosa comnonts were ‘tevnpsbis » ond the goverument 
ieadsr in the Chauber of Deputies, Deputy Regmundo Padiihs, es tae documpnt 
for its prudence ami balemes. Also indicative of the goverauert's dacision ROT 
to accpt & negative positien . on eritical parts of — Pastoral = the ROPMAL . 

tondence by govermem officials as the Ratsonat BuMnarL sta sress f 
the. CHEE meeting (Brasilaa 173). 






















16. Comment: The Pastoral Letter clearly states the Church 'a poneeaon at the 
moment is ons of coneer: bub willinensc | eomamearnt, . 

28 difficult to agsesa whether the cHap easombly has lett the church nore united 

then before. The official vote wes oworvhelmiachy im fevee of the document, was 
the umity may be illusory, es foe elenents wait toe see wnat heppens in the 









coming months. 
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